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Day of Service
Southampton 
Intermediate School 
seventh graders in 
Melissa Rogge’s 
social studies class 
participated in 
the 9/11 National 
Day of Service. 
Projects included 
local cleanups and writing letters to 
patients at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. At the high school, students 
continued the tradition by conducting 
their own community service-related 
projects. 

AP Scholars Named
In recognition of their exceptional 
achievement on national Advanced 
Placement exams, 19 Southampton 
High School seniors have earned 
Advanced Placement Scholar 
designations. 

Of those students, seven were named 
AP Scholars, another 10 earned 
the recognition of AP Scholar with 
Honor, and two were recognized as AP 
Scholars with Distinction. 
To earn Scholar recognition, students 
are required to score a 3 or higher on 
three or more AP exams; for Scholar 
with Honor, they must earn a 3.25 on 
all AP exams taken and grades of 3 or 
higher on four or more of those exams; 
and for Scholar with Distinction, they 
must receive an average score of 3.5 on 
all AP exams and grades of 4 or higher 
on five or more of those exams.

Outdoor Math
Southampton 
Elementary 
School students 
now have the 
opportunity 
to participate 
in a new outdoor math game. During 
recess, they can play Math Moggle, 
an interactive game that features 
numbers and a dry erase board and 
marker. Students work to connect the 
displayed numbers in as many ways as 
they can using addition, subtraction 
and number orders. The game aims to 
inspire a love of math among students.

Around Our Schools

CreAting A 
CultureCulture of Inclusivity of Inclusivity

The Southampton 
School District has long 
celebrated its diversity 
through cultural programs, 
lessons and special events. 
This year, the district has 
vowed to build upon that 
foundation by rolling 
out a new initiative that 
continues to ensure that 
students are provided 
with a welcoming and 
affirming environment 
by focusing on a yearlong 
theme of belonging and 
connectedness.

“In a district with 
immense diversity, it is 
essential to actively ensure 
that all students and 
employees feel included 
and supported,” said 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Nicholas Dyno. “This 
initiative provides our 
educators with a framework 
to expand on the good 
work that the district has 
already developed and 
advance it.”

The initiative, which is 
supported and facilitated 

by the administrative  
team, provides 
opportunities for 
administrators, 
teachers and staff to 
inaugurate activities, 
projects and lessons 
that foster the theme 
of belonging and 
connectedness for the 
school community.

“We are proud 
of the District’s 
commitment to 
bringing our school 
community closer 
together and we are 
looking forward to seeing 
the creative and meaningful 
ways it will be shown 
throughout the year,” 
said Dr. Jaime Botcher, 
assistant superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction. 
“The diversity of our 
community is our strength, 
and we will consistently 
work to embrace and 
celebrate it.”

The theme was developed 
following studies and 
stakeholder meetings 

held during the 2021-
2022 school year. It was 
established to emphasize 
the importance of creating 
stronger student-centered 
learning environments that 
affirm cultural identities, 
foster positive academic 
outcomes and empower 
students as agents of social 
change through four 
guiding principles: 

•  Welcoming and 
Affirming Environment.

•  Inclusive Curriculum 
and Assessment.

•        High Expectations and  
   Rigorous Instruction. 
•  Ongoing Professional 

Learning and Support.  

The District kicked off 
the theme at the start of the 
school year with a Phase 1 
that raises awareness about 
the implementation of the 
theme and sets in motion 
several new opportunities 
and activities within each 
school. Learn more inside 
this issue of The Anchor.     

Community Science Nights
The Southampton School District will host 
Community Science Nights on Nov. 15, 
Jan. 19 and March 23, from 6-8 p.m., at 
Southampton High School. Community 
Science Nights provide Southampton 
Elementary and Southampton Intermediate 
School students and families the 
opportunity to visit the high school science 
wing for hands-on, family-friendly fun.

Italian for All
Members of Southampton High School’s 
Italian Club are offering community 
members an opportunity to learn to speak 
Italian, study Italian culture and feast on 
Italian cuisine during a series of classes to 
be held throughout the school year.

Club members, under the advisement of 
Maria Abbadessa, will provide instruction 
through model dialogues, karaoke and talks 
about various aspects of Italian culture. 

The classes will be held from 6:30-8 p.m. 
on Thursdays, Dec. 1, Jan. 19, March 9, 
April 20 and May 18, at Southampton 
High School. While the classes are free, 
donations are appreciated. Currently, there 
are 25 spots available per class. Reservations 
can be made by emailing mabbadessa@
southamptonschools.org.

Save the Dates:



Sense of Belonging
CreAting A

Connecting Through School 
Spirit
To unite students and staff while 
generating a sense of belonging, 
Southampton’s schools hold multiple 
unifying events throughout the school 
year, including spirit weeks and 
homecoming activities, in which the 
school community comes together to 
celebrate their schools.

Classroom Activities
In each of Southampton’s classrooms, 
teachers play an integral role in ensuring 
that all students feel they belong. They 
often use teachable moments and 
curriculum to promote inclusion and 
equality, and they create initiatives that 
encourage belonging. For example, 

third graders in Colleen Henke’s class 
participate in daily “bucket filling” 
activities where they fill each other’s 
buckets by sharing positive notes with 
one another. Students also pen accolades 
to school staff. They recently celebrated 
their school’s custodians and delivered 
notes of thanks to them. 

Schoolwide Programs
Students are connected through school-
wide programs that foster unification 
and working toward a common goal. 
For example, this year, the elementary 
school inaugurated monthly kindness 
assemblies in which students are tasked 
with kindness-generating activities that 
can earn them prizes. During the month 
of October, students are creating a peace 
garden by painting rocks in their art 
classes and participating in a kindness 
bingo game where they mark off spots 
by completing acts of kindness. The 
intermediate school has also hosted 
schoolwide initiatives that inspire 
unity. Last year, for example, students 
participated in an “anti-hunger games” 
food drive competition where classes 

competed to bring in the most food in 
an effort to replenish their school’s food 
pantry. 

Through the Arts
The district’s music and art departments 
offer a variety of ways that students can 
display inclusivity. Currently, high school 
art students are working on a colorful 
hallway mural that depicts images that 
promote connection and belonging. Each 
image on the mural exhibits a place that 
the students have an attachment to. 

Helping Others
Across all of Southampton’s schools, there 
are ample opportunities for students to 
help others and gain an understanding of 
the importance of altruism. Recently, the 

members of the Southampton Intermediate 
School National Junior Honor Society 
worked on a “pink project” that carried the 
theme of “Together We Rise.” Students also 
painted and decorated pumpkins with a 
pink theme for display outside Stony Brook 
Southampton Hospital’s Ellen Hermanson 
Breast Center.   

Unification Through Clubs
Southampton’s multitude of clubs at the 
elementary, intermediate and high school 
levels provide an array of opportunities for 
students to feel that they can be part of 
something special while doing something 
they are interested in. Students are also 
encouraged to create new clubs where they 
can share their culture and interests with 
others. One example is the high school’s 
Outing Club, where students work with 
their advisers to plan outdoor adventures 
throughout the school year.     

Personal Attention
Southampton Schools staff are very much in 
tune with the needs of students and go out 
of their way to ensure that each student feels 
like they belong. Southampton Elementary 
School student Ahlil Terry recently shared 
that during the 2021-2022 school year, 
she did not feel like she belonged, but she 
reached out to her principals and teachers. 
This year, Ahlil says she truly feels like she 
belongs because of the kindness that her 
principals and teachers showed her by sitting 
with her at lunch and helping her to make 
new friends. 

Why everyone should feel that they belong

In Our 
Own Words: 

Colleen Henke,
 Elementary Teacher“It is important to ensure that all students feel like they belong so that they feel more comfortable in school. When students feel they fit in, they are able to focus on learning and having fun while in school.”

Sophia Oliveira, 

High School Student

“It is important that students 

are able to feel positive about 

their school experience and 

connect with those around them. 

School clubs are one way that 

students can make new 

friends and connect

 their interests.”

Ronan Brady, 
High School Student“Making sure that everyone belongs creates more opportunities for diversity, a wide variety of opinions, new friendships and a sense of community.”


